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beauty, and defines the perfection to which the parts con-
spire, and the rule of order which relates them among
themselves as a hierarchy of means and ends. By an
inverse argument, Hutcheson contends that, as a precon-
ceived design supplies us in such cases with a standard of
beauty, so the appearance of regular beauty in a product
warrants the inference of design m the cause; that, in the
absence of Selection, i.e. under the condition of indifferent
forcesi the appearance of regular forms, of numerous similars,
the combination of several shapes which fit together, like a
tube with a stopper in the orifice, a complexity of parts
concurring towards one end, and, & fortiori, a law providing
at a stroke all the means of numerous heterogeneous
services (like those of Heat and of Gravitation) would be
to all intents and purposes impossible; involving, by the
mathematical computation of chances, improbabilities as
the n power of Infinite to One1. This ingenious argument,
being really a digression, I must pass with only one remark.
It is essentially the same which a few years ago led the
late Professor Clerk Maxwell and Sir John Herschel to
assert, that the atoms assumed as the starting-point of the
physicist's cosmogony had all the marks of ' manufactured
articles.'

The * Internal Sense' of beauty, thus expounded,
Hutcheson maintains to be intuitive and universal in men;
an original source of pleasure added to them, without any
antithetic pain. For, ugliness he will not allow to be a
positive infliction, like a bitter taste or a nauseous smell:
it is but the failure of beauty; and displeases us only by
disappointing some preconception. However wide may be
the legitimate application of this rule, we must surely except
from it discords in music; the distress of which seems, in
its positive character, quite on a par with the pleasure of
harmony, and to be equally mdSpendent of factitious asso-
ciations. But, with regard to the countenances of human
beings, which are the chief depositories and epitome of
1 Enquiry, I. v. pp. 47-69